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IMPROVING HOUSING 
 

Double Glazing 
MK’s Lib Dem council is working on an ambitious 5 year 
plan to double glaze all council houses , to improve           
insulation and reduce energy costs.  125 houses in       
Linford South  are scheduled to be improved before the 
end of next year. 
 
Action on HiMOs ((Houses in Multiple Occupancy) 
MK Council’s enforcement team recently discovered an unregistered HiMO 
landlord who was heavily punished at a special tribunal. He had to pay 
back all the rent and housing benefit he had taken while unlicensed, over 
£20k in total .  The Lib Dems are committed to enforcement on unlicensed 
HiMOs.   
 
As we reported in Issue 187, MK council is taking legal action against the 
Government, after they changed the rules on HiMOs  last year, so that    
landlords no longer have to apply for permission to convert to a HiMO. 
Good news  – we’ve been granted a judicial review which will take place in 
April.  The Conservatives have questioned whether our legal action is 
value for money, and have no housing spokesperson on the council. The 
recent tragedy in Fishermead shows the importance of regulating HiMOs. 
The Lib Dems believe that licensing decisions shoul d be made in   
Milton Keynes not Whitehall. 
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IT’S A TWO HORSE 
RACE! 

Lib Dem 
  36% 

 

Lab 
 20% 

 

Con 
 33% 

DON’T WORK HERE 

DON’T WIN HERE 

Dave Howlett is standing to make a difference on the 
ground-level issues that matter - such as litter, pot-holes, 

graffiti, clear redways and public transport. 

Dave Howlett in Downhead 
Park viewing the first phase 

of the accessibility           
improvements to the bus 
stops on Dansteed Way.  
The next phase will be for 

new shelters. 

Dave Howlett has been selected by local people to stand for 
election as Councillor for Linford South Ward, Milton Keynes 
Council, in the elections on Thursday May 5th, 2011.  Dave is 
one of the Liberal Democrat Focus Team who work hard all 
year round and get things done. They keep in touch through 
the regular Focus newsletters, resident surveys and ward    
surgeries. 
  
Dave Howlett will join Cllr. Ric Brackenbury who won the seat from the 
Conservatives last year.  He’ll replace Cllr. Alan Mallyon who is standing 
down after four years and has served as the Cabinet member for     
Transport. 
 
About Dave 
 
Dave Howlett has lived in Milton Keynes since 1998 and is married to 
Karen.  He knows both our area and the council well—he’s the son in law 
of the late John Monk, councillor here for many years. 
 
He works as a local businessman and owns a consulting company within 
the utilities industry – Starting in the East Midlands, his current project is 
to introduce water saving measures, aimed at maintaining future water    
supply. 
 
He’s passionate about standing up for our area – he’s a Governor at    
Willen Primary School , likes high-performance cars and prefers the 
countryside to football matches.  



 

 

Liberal Democrats give help where help is needed 
If you have any issues or problems that you want to raise, or want to let 
us know your views on any issues mentioned in the FOCUS, contact:    
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Or write to:   
Freepost  

RSLR-SSHC-GKUS,  
Linford South Focus Team,  

NEWPORT PAGNELL  
MK16 0BW 
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 Did you know that anyone 

who wants a postal vote for 
local elections—and the AV 
referendum— can now have 
one?  
This could make sure your 
vote counts if you are elderly, 
infirm, a student, or work 
away from home.  
If you want a postal vote, 
contact Ric Brackenbury , 
the Focus team or go onto 
www.postalvotes.co.uk  
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The new TAXISHARE UK scheme can save commuters travelling from 
MK  stations up to 66%.  “Taxishare matches commuters with others 
making similar journeys. The benefits are numerous and substantial 
–petrol costs, time, hassle and parking.” says Dave Howlett .  The 
scheme mirrors the successful carshare MK scheme which has more 
than 3500 members. 

See www.taxishareuk.com for details 

Dave Howlett has reported this graffiti on the road sign on    
Serjeants Green, Neath Hill. 

DELIVERING ACROSS MILTON KEYNES 
 

“The Liberal Democrats won control of the council in 
2002, and have been delivering on their promises across  
Milton Keynes.” says Dave Howlett. 
 
Amongst Liberal Democrat achievements so far: 
 

Public transport. 
· Free bus concessions for over 60’s and under 19’s. 
· New Coachway, buses, shelters, accessible stops, and Park 

and Ride service. 
· New planing machine purchased March 2011 for speedy    

repairs to the most serious potholes 
Clearing up Milton Keynes. 
· Over 1000 abandoned cars have gone via the “Dial a Wreck”  
· Graffiti Busters have cleared over 1,000,000 tags. 
 

Care of older people. 
· Lovat Fields Village open and a second village in progress. 
· £6m spent on adapting homes to keep people independent. 
 

Schools. 
· MK Children’s services rated Performing Well by OfSTED     

December 2010, one of the 4 fastest improvers in the UK.  
· Pupil premium of £430 to the most disadvantaged children. 
 

Green and clean. 
· Top city for recycling, we have gone from 11% to over 55% 
· 100,000 green waste bins scheme introduced. 
 

Cllrs Ric Brackenbury and Alan Mallyon  dealing 
with dumped bulky waste in Downs Barn.  Ric says 
“There is no need for such thoughtless fly-tipping which can 
attract a fine.  Milton Keynes council will take such items 
away, usually free of charge.”   

LOCAL NEWS UPDATES 
 
Dave Howlett is chasing repairs to potholes in Downs 
Barn Boulevard  and on the V9 (Overstreet) between 
Downs Barn and Downhead Park.  The council’s new 
planning machine should mean that deeper and larger 
potholes can now be repaired more speedily. 
 
Repairs are needed to the bridge on the H6 (westbound) 
to the south of Willen Lake as it’s been found that it 
needs to be strengthened.  It’s already gone down to one lane, but it will 
need to be closed and diversions put in place—the focus team are   
keeping an eye on the diversions to make sure they are sensitive to local 
residents. 

As well as the Japonica Lane improvements, MK council and Great    
Linford Parish Council will be consulting on enhancements to the         
canalside area behind Lovat Fields Village and the Gyosei                
development in early April. 
 
REMINDER—We’re hosting a mobile surgery in Campbell Park at the 
car park at the top of Albion Place on Thurs 31st March, 18:30—19:30. 


